
Combined Sewer Overflows Tackling the problem
A combined sewer system

For storm conditions, and 
once the storm tanks are full, 
overflows and outfalls are used 
to prevent the flooding of 
homes, businesses, hospitals 
and schools. 

Adapting to our changing climate

In wet weather, surface runo� 
from roads and buildings is 
combined with wastewater in 
the sewer.  

If the volume is more than the 
treatment works can process it 
is stored in storm tanks until it 
can be treated.

Surface water attenuation 
Sustainable drainage systems 
(SuDS) including rain gardens 
and swales.

Surface water separation/removal 
Discharging rainfall to rivers via 
filter beds and the use of soakaways.

Infiltration reduction 
Structural integrity checks, sewer 
relining and sewer replacement

Capacity and conveyance
Increasing network capacity.

Smart networks 
Monitoring and control to optimise 
capacity of network.

Key

Removing/slowing run-o�

Improving the network
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